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grants. Strong emphasis is laid on the truth that duties of 
citizenship are finally duties to God, inasmuch as God is the 
source of the authority exercised by governments. The topics 
treated in the pamphlet are: Civic Responsibility and Education, 
Citizenship for Immigrants, Teaching English, Opportunity, Fair 
Play, Participation in Affairs, Cooperation, Equal Rights, 
Patriotism, Practical Application, Exploitation, Fundamental 
Rights, and The Immigrant's Basis for Citizenship. The spirit 
which animates the program is well described in these words of the 
Introduction: "Citizenship is our duty to God, fulfilled in our 
care and solicitude for our country whose welfare God has placed 
in our hands. The Catholic Church has ever inculcated the 
conscientious duty, not only of voting but of voting intelligently. 
The success of democracy depends upon the worth of the 
individual conscience and its insight into the duties of citizenship. 
That must extend into the field of actual duty and of present 
problems." 

John A. Ryan. 

Benedictine Monachism, Studies in Benedictine Life and Rule. 
By the Right Reverend Cuthbert Butler, Abbot of Downside. 
Pp. 387. London, Longmans, Green and Co., 1919. 

Abbot Butler has herewith given us a plastic exposition of 
St. Benedict's idea in founding his Order. A school of God's 
service for cenobites, Christ's soldiers under the rule of the abbot, 
this is the keynote of the book. At the hand of history we are 
shown the great work of the saint of Nursia throughout the 
centuries. There have been changes, and attempts at changes, 
but the idea of St. Benedict, as embodied in his rule, has ever 
been and must be the guiding principle of the Order. This the 
author stoutly maintains, as necessary for the very life of the 
foundation against the modern tendency of centralization, vindi- 
cating the rights of each single monastery of the Benedictine 
obedience, as "the family" intended by the illustrious founder. 
This defense of the Rule as originally given communicates to the 
book a slightly polemical character, which will make it specially 
interesting to the members of the Order; yet it will prove inter- 
esting and valuable to all lovers of history, whether in the Order or 
not. It opens a clear view into the Benedictine life, whose first 
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and essential object is the "Opus Dei," the divine psalmody. We 
are led to understand the loving care of the sons of St. Benedict 
bestowed upon God's work, the splendor lavished upon their 
churches, that surround the "Opus Dei." A life of prayer, a life 
of work, of self denial, but not of extraordinary austerity. A life 
of faith and charity, tempered by the spirit of sweet reasonable- 
ness. Thus the Benedictines have prayed and labored throughout 
these many centuries, changing the wilderness far and wide into 
a garden of gardens in the earthly sense, as well as in the spiritual, 
and they have by no means lost their raison d'etre in our modern 
days of progress and poverty, as some would think. True, the 
school-room to a great extent, taken the place of the field and the 
work of the mind has more and more supplanted the work of the 
hand, but in our materialistic age such a change is but to be 
welcomed. 

The author of this interesting and scholarly work, is well 
qualified to speak out on mooted questions concerning his Order 
since he has for nearly a half century been a Benedictine monk, 
living the life according to the Rule, and shaping his spiritual life, 
his intellectual and other activities by its inspiration and teaching. 
The style is clear, precise and in parts very eloquent. AH in all 
the book is a valuable contribution to our historical literature. 

J. E. ROTHENSTEINER. 



